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One important drawback of the data is that surveyors frequently interviewed the so-called head of the household, rather than obtaining first-hand information from all adults.50 It is regrettable also that some of the interesting questions asked on the National Longitudinal Surveys about job and marital satisfaction were not included here and that in the first six years of the survey the coding for occupation and industry was not as detailed as in later years.
To remedy these deficiencies, each of the already massive studies would have to be expanded and would require even more funds than are needed to keep their present operation going. However, such expansion would further increase the usefulness of these already valuable data sets. One more way to enhance their usefulness would be to permit data users who need information not presently available to piggy-back additional questions onto those already asked.51 This need not add to the cost of the present panels of subjects; researchers could be requested to pay for the additional expense of getting new information. There would, however, be the problem of adding to the length of the interviews or questionnaires, which might cause more people to drop out of the panels.
Panel mortality is a serious problem, as is the great costliness of maintaining them. For this reason it has been suggested recurrently that the best way to improve the availability of data needed in social science research would be for the government to expand its data collection operations. In this day of outcry against high government spending and concern about government intrusions on privacy, such a move is not very likely. Social sciences could contribute to changing this situation by doing all they can to safeguard against abuses of information collected and by continuing to demonstrate that more and better data enable them to make more and better contributions as scholars and policy makers.
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